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I.  ACADEMIC AREA:

A. Content Description: Listing of MAJOR UNITS, ENDURING KNOWLEDGE (Key Concepts) and ALIGNMENT per quarter:






s

	Intro. To Themes in American History/Literature 
	R: 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 3.1, 3.4 

C:  1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.2, 2.4                   
	First

	Puritan legacy: 

“Young Goodman Brown”

“Sinners in Hands of an      Angry God”

“Devil & Tom Walker”

(Hawthorne, Edwards,

Bradstreet, Irving)


	R: 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 3.1, 3.4 

W: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 3.2, 3.5, 4.1&2 

C:  1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.2, 2.4                   
	First

	American Revolution:

   Henry speech

   Paine essay

   Jefferson Declaration

   Crevecoeur letter

April Morning novel
	R: 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 3.1, 3.4 

W: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 3.2, 3.5, 4.1&2 

C:  1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.2, 2.4                   
	First

	Romantic movement:

  Transcendentalism

     Emerson essay

     Thoreau excerpts

  Poe poems & stories

  Dickinson poems

  Cold Sassy Tree novel
	R: 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 3.1, 3.4 

W: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 3.2, 3.5, 4.1&2 

C:  1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.2, 2.4
	First

	American Frontier:

  Cooke essays (2)

  Whitman sampler
	R: 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 3.1, 3.4 

W: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 3.2, 3.5, 4.1&2 

C:  1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.2, 2.4
	Second

	Race Conflict in America:

  Scottsboro documentary

 “Long Walk Home” film
	R: 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 3.1, 3.4 

W: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 3.2, 3.5, 4.1&2 

C:  1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.2, 2.4
	Second

	Post-Civil War Naturalism:

  “To Build a Fire”

  “The Open Boat”

  “Sophistication”

  “Spoon River” poems

       London, Crane, 

       Anderson stories,

       Masters poems
	R: 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 3.1, 3.4 

W: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 3.2, 3.5, 4.1&2 

C:  1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.2, 2.4
	Third

	Coming of Age in 20th Century:

  WW I Literature

      Various war poems

      Hemingway excerpt

      Eliot’s “Hollow Men”

  Roaring 20’s:

     Fitzgerald novel: 

          “The Great Gatsby”
  Depression era:

     Steinbeck novel:
          “Of Mice & Men”
	R: 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 3.1, 3.4 

W: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 3.2, 3.5, 4.1&2 

C:  1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.2, 2.4
	Third

	Research Paper:

   Occupation of interest

WW II novel:

 ”Snow Falling on Cedars”
	W: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4 3.5, 4.1&2 

C:  1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.2, 2.4

R: 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 3.1, 3.4 


	Fourth


	ENDURING KNOWLE DGE 
*Key Concepts / What student has to know *
	ALIGNMENT W/ STANDARDS
	QUARTER

	Puritan philosophy of life: theocracy, predestination, sin & consequences, confession, atonement


	R: 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 3.1, 3.4 

W: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 3.2, 3.5, 4.1&2 

C:  1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.2, 2.4
	First

	Revolutionary era documents: themes, quotes from 

                 speech, pamphlet,  letter, Declaration
	R: 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 3.1, 3.4 

W: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 3.2, 3.5, 4.1&2 

C:  1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.2, 2.4
	First

	Characteristics of Romantic literature

Characteristics of transcendentalist religion:

     Literal & personal interps of quotes from  

         Emerson, Thoreau, Poe, Dickinson
	R: 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 3.1, 3.4 

W: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 3.2, 3.5, 4.1&2 

C:  1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.2, 2.4
	First

	Elements of the Western Frontier movement:

   Routes, hardships, way of life

   Whitman’s celebration of common man 
	R: 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 3.1, 3.4 

W: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 3.2, 3.5, 4.1&2 

C:  1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.2, 2.4
	Second

	Comparison of real Scottsboro story with fictional

   Mockingbird story based on it

Racial conflict starting with 1955 Montgomery bus 

  Boycott

Racist criminal justice system
	R: 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 3.1, 3.4 

W: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 3.2, 3.5, 4.1&2 

C:  1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.2, 2.4
	Second

	Notions of fate, determinism in post-Civil War 

    Literature

“The Gilded Age”

Modernism
	R: 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 3.1, 3.4 

W: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 3.2, 3.5, 4.1&2 

C:  1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.2, 2.4
	Third

	Historical/philosophical preamble & outcomes to World War: cynicism, political alienation, “lost 

   generation”

Hemingway “hero” in post-WW literature
	R: 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 3.1, 3.4 

W: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 3.2, 3.5, 4.1&2 

C:  1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.2, 2.4
	Third

	Jazz Age licentiousness  -- Gatsby ironies

    permissive culture, unbridled pursuit of wealth, 

    unraveling moral standards, Roaring 20’s

Depression era struggle for survival – Steinbeck 

                                                                 tragedy
	R: 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 3.1, 3.4 

W: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 3.2, 3.5, 4.1&2 

C:  1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.2, 2.4
	Third

	Victims of War: civilian incarceration, detention  

    camps for Japanese,

Racial hatred of innocent citizens 
	R: 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 3.1, 3.4 

W: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 3.2, 3.5, 4.1&2 

C:  1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.2, 2.4
	Fourth

	ENDURING KNOWLE DGE 
*Key Concepts / What student has to know *
	ALIGNMENT W/ STANDARDS
	QUARTER

	All elements of composition to create a 7-page term paper, including thesis statement, bibliography, citations, interview techniques, etc.
	R: 3.1, 3.2, 3.3

W: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.3, 2.4

      3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4, 3.5,   4.2 

C:  1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.2, 2.4
	Fourth


B. Skills:  What the student will have to do and how these skills are to be
                          evaluated.

	SKILLS
	METHODS OF EVALUATION/ASSESSMENT

	
	

	Critical reading


	Read all various works. Discuss writers’ use of language (TP-CASST, PDIDLS). Analyze works’ structure, style, use of figurative language, imagery, symbolism, tone, types of irony. 

Relate themes to various cultures & historical periods. Evaluation by oral responses to pre- and post-critical questions, text annotations, quotation retrieval & interpretation, index card reviews.

	Critical writing
	Analyses of works on multiple levels: literal, figurative, historical-contextual, personal. Free writing, various 500-1,000 word essays to explain and interpret aspects of theme and character, language and structure. Also, writing to evaluate quality & artistic merit of each work and its social & cultural value when written and in today’s world. Making and explaining judgments about narrative style. Exploring underlying social mores and values through oral and written argument.

	Composition skills
	Organization of ideas in clear, coherent, persuasive language. Demonstration of knowledge and use of elements of style; including, 1. wide-ranging vocabulary (denotative, connotative), 2. a variety of sentence structures (complex sentences, subordinate constructions). 3. specific techniques of coherence; such as, repetition, transitions, emphasis. 

4. a balance of generalization & abstraction with specific illustrative detail. 5> effective use of rhetorical devices; such as, tone, voice, emphasis via parallelism and antithesis.

	Memory work
	Excerpts from Henry speech, Jefferson Declaration, Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address

	Speech writing
	Two persuasive speeches, using rhetorical devices (allusions, parallel constructions,

                                                    rhetorical questions, repetition for emphasis)

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


C.  Methods of Instruction:  Instructional methods used to present course content:  

· Direct Instruction

· Lecture / Discussion
· Self-Directed Instruction
· Rote Learning
· Guided Problem-Solving
· Instructional Media:
·  Speaking-Listening Media

·  Visual – Observational Media

· Reading-Writing Media

· Film Media
D.  Career Application:  Indicate how the content of this course is relevant / connected to real life / authentic / ties in with a related vocation.
1. The levels of reading, critical thinking, and writing expected and required will prepare students for formidable college-level work, a proximate goal of all my students.

2. American Literature, particularly combined with an  American History course, will give them a broad understanding of how events in human history have influenced subsequent reactionary events, paradigm shifts, philosophical and political revolutions, all of which have gone to present us with the world we live in. An understanding of our past is essential if students are to be enabled to recognize present needs and create the means to satisfy them.

3. If my presentation is wise enough, complete enough, and entertaining enough, perhaps some students may be inspired to become teachers themselves. 

II.  POLICIES:

A. Grading Policies:  

GRADING SCALE
XX  Same as grading scale used in the school system


___  Different scale  (If different scale, please indicate below):

GRADING CRITERIA / VALUE / WEIGHTING
Unit Tests 

(3 per quarter)
=
50 points each

Major Essays

(2 per quarter)
=
50 points each

Homework

(5 per quarter)
=
10 points each

Vocabulary Tests
(3 per quarter)
=
20 points each

Novel Project

(1 per quarter)
=          60 points

Quarter or

Semester Exam
(1 per quarter)
=
 80 points







        _________________








500 points total

B. Policies on late work, tests and attendance (as they pertains to grading)

ATTENDANCE POLICY

1. Punctuality is a pet peeve of mine. I take roll the moment the bell rings. 3 free tardies per quarter. After that, I give out detentions. After the second detention, I deduct a half-grade for each subsequent one and call parents.

2. All books and writing materials are to accompany students to class. If they must leave class to get them, I deduct 3 participation points each time. This includes SSR days (Silent Sustained Reading) periods.

3. Hall Pass is for emergencies only! (Teacher discretion)

C. Discipline Policies (as they pertain to grading)

LATE WORK POLICY

    If students make a habit of turning work in late (more than twice), they will lose one full grade at the end of the quarter. If they miss an assignment because of an absence, they have two (2) days to make it up upon their return. After that time it will not be accepted. No late work will be accepted the final week of each quarter. 

D. Statement on School Cheating Policy:
     Anyone turning in work that is not his/her own will be given a zero on the assignment and no chance to make it up. If it is a copy of another student’s work, BOTH students will be given a zero, no questions asked. (They always come to see me because this really outrages them.)

E. Policy on Extra Credit 

I give one extra credit essay each quarter due at the end of that quarter, worth 25 points (about 5% of the total quarter grade). I also give one piece of non-academic extra credit the whole year (ten food items maximum at Christmas worth 10 points.

F. Listing Daily Assignments
_____School Voicemail
XX    JFK NETCATHOLIC

_____Both

G. Open Gradebook Report to Web Postings

· Postings:   I try weekly, mostly manage bi-weekly, but sometimes I only try weakly.

· Anticipated number of entries per quarter:    15 assignments

H. Teacher Availability to Students for Extra Help

I usually arrive at work early every morning and am available for individual student conference a half hour before school starts. Likewise, after school I am available for  between 2:40-5:00pm. if a student or parent makes a prior arrangement to see me. For shorter conferences I am always in my room during the ten-minute break after 2nd period.  
I.  Major Movies/Films (Video/CD/DVD) Shown as Part of this Course: 

	MAJOR MOVIES/FILMS (Video, CD, DVD) SHOWN AS PART OF THIS COURSE:
	UNIT OR CHAPTER
	QUARTER

	SCOTTSBORO; AN AMERICAN TRAGEDY
	LEE’S TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD                      
	 SECOND

	SCOTTSBORO: AN AMERICAN TRAGEDY
	BURNS’ COLD SASSY TREE
	 

	DEAD POETS SOCIETY
	EMERSON/THOREAU/WHITMAN
	   THIRD

	OF MICE AND MEN
	STEINBECK”S OF MICE AND MEN
	   THIRD

	THE GREAT GATSBY
	FITZGERALD’S THE GREAT GATSBY
	  FOURTH

	SNOW FALLING on CEDARS
	GUTERSON’S SNOW FALLING on CEDARS
	  FOURTH
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Catcher in the Rye


Siddhartha


Cry, the Beloved Country


Raisin in the Sun


Tragical History of Dr. Faustus


Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde


Othello


All Quiet on the Western Front

















LA 1140








April Morning


Cold Sassy Tree


Of Mice and Men


The Great Gatsby


Snow Falling on Cedars





Vocabulary F Book

















Howard Fast


Olive Ann Burns


John Steinbeck


F. Scott Fitzgerald


David Guterson
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