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I.  ACADEMIC AREA:

A. Content Description: Listing of MAJOR UNITS, ENDURING KNOWLEDGE (Key Concepts) and ALIGNMENT per quarter:

	MAJOR UNITS
	ALIGNMENT W/ STANDARDS*
Indicate source of  Standard: *Standards 1-8 from the Office of Catholic Faith Formation and Catholic Schools Department

and the 6 tasks of catechesis:

a. Promoting knowledge of the faith

b. Educating for full, active liturgical participation

c. Forming morally

d. Teaching to pray

e. Educating for community life

f. Initiate into missionary life

	QUARTER

	1) An exploration of JFK’s Mission as a Catholic School
	7. Life in Christ: : Social Teaching of the Church

  III C. Rights and responsibilities of a school as a 
  Catholic Institution. 
Tasks a, c, d, e, f
	1

	2)Justice as defined by our church and society
	2. Christ: Who is Jesus?

   III What does Jesus tell us about Himself?

   IV What does Jesus tell us about ourselves?

7. III Major themes of Catholic Social Teaching.
Tasks a, c, d, e, f
	1

	3) Erikson’s eight stages of psychosocial development 
	2. IV (see above)

7. Life in Christ

 Tasks a, c, d, e    
	1



	4) Abuse in our society
	 7. III Major Themes of Catholic Social Teaching

     C. Rights and responsibilities.

     D. Option for the poor and vulnerable.  
Tasks a, c, d, e, f
	2

	5) People with disabilities
	7. III Major Themes of Catholic Social Teaching

     B. Call to family, community and participation.  

     C. Rights and responsibilities.
Tasks a, c, d, e, f
	2


	ENDURING KNOWLEDGE 
	ALIGNMENT W/ STANDARDS
	QUARTER

	1) Exploration Of Mission Statement; 

Students are asked to assess whether JFK is fulfilling its stated mission. This includes looking critically at the Core Beliefs & Academic Objectives.

Students are then asked to create their own personal statements that represent their mission, core beliefs and academic objectives for their senior year.
	 See above
	1

	2) Students will learn about the four elements of a just world:

1) Concern for basic human needs

2) Concern for human dignity

3) Concern for solidarity 

4) Concern for social structures

Students will be asked to examine whether the institutions that they are a part of are just institutions. The will be challenged to explore how they might make these more just places. These include family, school, teams, friendship groups, work place. Students will journal about how they experience justice in their life 
	See above
	1

	3) Students will learn about Erikson’s eight stages of psychosocial development.

By exploring the basic conflicts experienced by people at different ages, the student may gain some insight into the behaviors present at these ages.  Students will also learn the possible negative outcomes when people’s needs are not meet at various stages. Students will journal about people in their own lives, and how Erikson’s information relates to them. 
	See above
	1

	4) In this unit students will first explore the reasons for and types of discipline administered to children in our culture. 
They will journal about the methods of discipline that they hope to utilize as future parents.  

Students will read articles that present methods of discipline that do not utilize corporal punishment.  

Students will view the video “The Unquiet Death of Eli Creekmore” which presents many of the issues surrounding child abuse. Students will write a paper that will summarize what they have learned about abuse, its causes and possible solutions.   
	See above
	2

	5) In this unit students will read articles related to people with disabilities and the challenges they encounter. Students will view a video entitled “Without Pity,” and also participate in a workshop in which they will experience temporary vision and hearing limitations. This unit culminates in a reflective assignment.   
	See above
	2

	6) The students will be given the opportunity to volunteer at one of 12 possible agencies. The agencies include a for-profit pre-school/day care, a non-profit preschool for at-risk children, public and Catholic elementary schools, and a care center for the elderly.

The students will volunteer approximately 45 times during the semester. Before they begin service, each student will write a professional resume which will be given to the service supervisor. During the semester the students will journal on different topics related to the work they are performing and to issues related to Catholic social teaching. 
	See above
	1 & 2


B. Skills:  What the student will have to do and how these skills are to be evaluated.
(Such as:  read, discuss, participate in groups, write reports, write six 2-page papers, etc.)

	SKILLS
	METHODS OF EVALUATION/ASSESSMENT

	Pray


	Each class begins with prayer. Students are required to be respectful during prayer, and are encouraged to lead prayer. 

	Read
	Students are assigned articles to read and must answer questions related to the reading. These are graded by the teacher.

	Discuss
	 Students will participate in both large and small group discussions. 

	Journal
	Students are required to keep a journal. Topics are provided and journals are graded. 

	Take notes
	Students are to take notes, and are tested on the material periodically

	Volunteer work at the agency
	Students are to perform agreed upon tasks at the service agency. They are observed by the teacher approximately every three weeks, and evaluated by the agency supervisor once each quarter.  


C.  Methods of Instruction:  Instructional methods used to present course content:  (such as:  lecture, lab, discussion, collaborative learning, small group learning, writing exercises, listening/speaking activities, use of technology in instruction and delivery [online, multi-media materials, etc], persistent use of Library Media Center, other)

The students will be taught using lecture, group discussion, and small group sharing. They    

           will write directed journal entries to help them synthesize their learning and service  

           experiences. 
D.  Career Application:  Indicate how the content of this course is relevant / connected to real life / authentic / ties in with a related vocation.
The Community Service course has a service component which is experiential. Students visit local agencies and upon some reflection select a place to serve for 3 months. In the process of volunteering the students are exposed to the following experiences:  training as a new “employee” in a professional work place; policies of the agency; evaluations by supervisors; adjustment to the existing culture of the agency; relationships with clients who they may otherwise not have been exposed to; e.g. children who are at risk for abuse or neglect, elderly persons who may be experiencing dementia.

II.  POLICIES:

A. Grading Policies:  

(Such as:  grading scale, criteria, value, weighting)

GRADING SCALE

__x_Same as grading scale used in the school system


___Different scale  (If different scale, please indicate below):

GRADING CRITERIA / VALUE / WEIGHTING



Assignments

40%



Journals

15%



Service

45%

DETAIL SPECIAL GRADING POLICIES FOR AP / COLLEGE CREDIT COURSES

B. Policies on late work, tests and attendance (as they pertain to grading)

Late Work


Assignments and journals must be turned in on time for full credit. Work handed in one day late will receive no more than 75% of the available points.  
Signed time sheets are to be turned in on class day the week after the service is performed. Late time sheets will receive no more than 75% of the available points.   



ATTENDANCE POLICY
If a student is absent from school on a service day, the student must call the agency.   

If a student leaves school on a service day and does not go to service the following consequences will occur:





-A Saturday work crew






-A probation letter will be sent to the parent or guardian.
C. Discipline Policies (as they pertain to grading)

Students will be penalized class work points for the following:



Not signing in on Monday morning before going to service



Not calling the agency when absent from school


Dress code



It is expected that the students will be in dress code every day. Dress code 

violations on service days will result in the student being held in class. The 

missed service must be made up. 



D. Statement on School Cheating Policy:
 (Spell out the penalties for cheating in your class if in addition to school policy stated in “Student Handbook” / If no additions, indicate this below)

The purpose of assignments and quizzes is to demonstrate what YOU understand. Copying another student's work, using unauthorized aids, and giving answers are all examples of cheating. The minimum penalty for cheating is to receive a zero on the assignment/quiz.

E. Policy on Extra Credit (if it pertains to your class)  (If no additions, indicate this below)


(Give a short explanation of your extra credit)


(Indicate the point value involved as it pertains to the over-all grade)

Extra credit is given for any volunteer work that the student performs during the semester within school or outside in the community. A written verified statement should be submitted to the teacher no later than the last week of the semester. These hours do not eliminate the need for the student to attend their service agency during the semester.    

These points may not comprise more than 5% of the grade. 

F. Listing Daily Assignments

(Indicate how you will post daily assignments for parents and students)

_____School Voicemail
____x_JFK NETCATHOLIC

_____Both

G. Open Gradebook Report to Web Postings

(Indicate when students and parents will be able to check JFK NETCATHOLIC for your grades in an open gradebook format:  minimum postings will be bi-weekly.  Indicate number of entries per quarter that parents/students will be able to anticipate when viewing your gradebook.)

· Postings:  

3 postings bi-weekly 
· Anticipated number of entries per quarter:


           12 per quarter
H. Teacher Availability to Students for Extra Help

        I am available after school in C180 3 days a week
I.  Major Movies/Films (Video/CD/DVD) Shown as Part of this Course: 

	MAJOR MOVIES/FILMS (Video, CD, DVD) SHOWN AS PART OF THIS COURSE:
	UNIT OR CHAPTER
	QUARTER

	The Unquiet Death of Eli Creekmore  
	Unit on discipline and abuse
	2

	Without Pity
	Unit on people living with disabilities
	2
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